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STONEWALL CONGRATULATES GRETCHEN BENDER ON HER HISTORIC ELECTION 

--Gretchen becomes first lesbian to win elected office in Sacramento County—

SACRAMENTO—The Stonewall Democratic Club of Greater Sacramento, whose mission is to elect openly gay and lesbian as well as gay friendly Democrats to public office, congratulated Gretchen Bender for her election to the Sacramento County Board of Education. Gretchen made history as the first lesbian to be elected in Sacramento County. Gretchen is now the only openly gay official serving in Sacramento County and one of a handful of open lesbian and gay officials in the Sacramento area.

“Gretchen simply had the right experience and worked diligently to build a winning coalition of elected officials, community activists, teachers, law enforcement officers, labor leaders, and civil rights advocates necessary to win,” said Dr. Darrick Lawson, President of the Stonewall Democratic Club of Greater Sacramento. “Gretchen was quite simply the best candidate, and the fact she is a lesbian only helped her connect with the district’s many diverse communities.”

Gretchen is a parent with children in the Natomas Unified School District. She is a former special education and middle school teacher, who has worked in the classroom and knows what we must be doing to make sure our children are receiving the education they deserve. Now, Gretchen is the director of finance and administration for the Yolo County District Attorney’s Office. She knows how to evaluate budgets, and can ensure that our school districts’ are fiscally sound.

During her campaign, Gretchen earned a wide range of endorsements including the Democratic Party, the Sacramento County Teacher’s Association, and the Sacramento County Deputy Sheriffs Association. Numerous elected officials also endorsed Gretchen including former Assemblymember Darrell Steinberg, former Sacramento Mayor Jimmie Yee, Sacramento City Councilmembers Ray Tretheway and Steve Cohn, and numerous school board members from throughout the area.

“Gretchen proved that gays and lesbians can win in Sacramento when they have the right experience and run a vigorous campaign,” Lawson concluded.
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