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Stonewall Commends Sacramento Unified Board for Standing Up to Bigotry from Religious Fundamentalists.

Thursday, April 20, 2006 the Sacramento Unified School Board voted 5 to 1 in favor of a referendum of support for Sacramento LBGT children to have a day of silence.  This day brings recognition to the fact that many LGBT children face daily bigotry in their school setting affecting their ability to receive an education in a safe environment.  There was however a huge protest from those claiming to be Christians against recognizing this event.

Club president Dr. Darrick Lawson made the following statement:

"The hatred expressed by the protesters was the perfect example to high light why a day of silence is so important. It brings to light that these minority LGBT children face bigotry everyday on school campuses. Furthermore, their right to an education is hampered by schools who don't support these LGBT kids and families.

"Gretchen Bender, a Stonewall member and proud lesbian, is running for Sacramento County Board of Education to make sure that injustices against Sacramento Families will not be tolerated. We, of course, have endorsed her in this race.

“There was one lone school member who voted against this, Dawn McCoy.  It shocks me that a minority woman would not stand up for the rights of another minority community.  I am saddened for the children of Sacramento that this type of bigotry still exists.  That is why we exist, and that is why we fight.”
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The Stonewall Democratic Club is the largest Democratic Club in the Sacramento area, representing almost 500 openly gay and gay friendly Sacramentans who advocate for equal rights for all Americans, regardless of sexual orientation.
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