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November 4, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
     CONTACT:  Dr. Darrick Lawson, Sacramento Stonewall

                          916-715-7871
Anti-Gay Attack Against 

Schoolboard Candidate Jerry Houseman

Houseman attacked for his membership in Gay Democratic Club



Sacramento, California –- Dr. Darrick Lawson, President of the Stonewall Democratic Club of Greater Sacramento, issued the following statement on recent campaign tactics against Jerry Houseman, who is running for Sacramento City School Board.


"It’s gay-baiting pure and simple.  Campaign flyers attacking Jerry Houseman were hand-delivered to homes in the district, and street demonstrations have been held.  Why?  According to the flyers, Jerry Houseman is guilty of being a former teacher and school principle.  He’s guilty of voting for resolutions in support of civil liberties for students.  And he’s guilty of being a member of the local Stonewall Democratic Club of Sacramento.

“Sacramento Stonewall is the largest Democratic Club in Sacramento, and one of the largest lesbian and gay Democratic clubs in California.  We are not, however, a single issue club.  About a third of our membership is heterosexual, and many distinguished office holders are members.  We care about civil liberties, yes; but we also care about the quality of life in Sacramento for all.

“Jerry Houseman has an outstanding career of service in public education.  He consistently fights for better education for all students.  He certainly doesn’t deserve this unprincipled smear campaign.  Jerry Houseman understands the issues and cares deeply about the success of every school in the district.

“We urge all Sacramentans to help repudiate this mean-spirited attack with a vote for Jerry Houseman on Election Day.”

------ 
Sacramento Stonewall is one of the largest democratic clubs in the Sacramento region, as well as one of the largest gay Democratic clubs in the United States.  Sacramento Stonewall works for true Democratic values on behalf of all.
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