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CONTACT:  

Dr. Darrick Lawson, Sacramento Stonewall, 916-447-3344

Todd Vlaanderen, Atty, 916-296-9820

Sacramento Lawyers for the Equality of Gays and Lesbians 

(Sac LEGAL)   

Ruling on Marriage Equality for Same-Sex Couples 
from Washington State Supreme Court  
Expected Any Day 

The Washington State Supreme Court is expected to rule any day on two related cases dealing with marriage. The cases go to the heart of the debate:  is marriage a right, and how can government allow some people to marry but not others. 

Several State Supreme Courts have already ruled in this area and court challenges to existing marriage prohibitions are also underway in California, New York, New jersey, Connecticut, Maryland, Florida and Iowa.  The rulings in the Washington State cases are expected at any time, and could set the tone for other rulings and influence public opinion.  Anticipation is high in communities both for and against marriage equality.

The Washington State Supreme Court typically issues its rulings on Thursdays.  

For local comment in support of marriage equality, 
please contact Dr. Darrick Lawson, President of Sacramento Stonewall at 916-447-3344.  Sacramento Stonewall is one of the largest democratic clubs in the country, representing over 400 gay and lesbian activists and allies.

For local comment and legal perspective 
please contact Todd Vlaanderen, spokesperson for Sac LEGAL on the marriage equality case, at 916-296-9820.  Sac Legal is a Sacramento based association of attorneys, law students and those involved in the legislative process seeking equality for gay, lesbian, transgender and bisexual people.  






[additional background attached]

BACKGROUND:
Arguments were heard by the Washington Supreme Court in March 2005, and they will be ruling any day on the constitutionality of barring same-sex couples from marriage.  The Court could   1) uphold existing law,   2) overturn existing law and order state officials to allow same-sex couples to marry, or   3) declare existing law unconstitutional but order the state legislature to resolve the matter.  The latter option would allow the legislature to create a separate but equal status, such as civil unions. 

To date all three options have been utilized by State Courts.  For example, Indiana courts upheld existing laws limiting marriage rights to a man and a woman.  Massachusetts State Supreme Court ruled that the discrimination must end and ordered the state legislature to permit same-sex couples to marry. Vermont’s State Supreme Court ruled that lesbian and gay couples must have equal rights, but allowed the state legislature to create Civil Unions.

It is important to note that Washington State does not have residency requirements like Massachusetts.  If Washington state law changes, same sex couples from across the nation could be married there and go home to demand legal recognition of their marriage.  
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