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This newsletter marks the
approximate half -way point
through my first term as
President of Sacramento

Stonewall. | have to say that |
was extremely nervous when
getting ready to take over as
President, but can now
confidently say that this
endeavor has been one of the
best experiences of my life. |
focused the first half of my term

primarily on board transition,

organizational structure, and
crafting our political strategy. |

want to briefly outline where

the club stands in relation to
these topics, and how | plan to
use my time during the second
half of this term of office.

When Stonewall held elections in
June our Board was filled with
many fresh faces ready to pick
up where prior Board Members
left off and implement some

new ideas. Our Retreat gave us
all an opportunity to

collaborate, brainstorm, and

design what would become the
structural flow and workings of

this organization. Everything
from membership renewals to
website updates, general
membership meetings to
political strategies, every aspect

of this organization fits together

and we are attempting to have

some sort of organized flow to
it!

With a Board in place ready to
get to work, | started to realize
just how many meetings I'd be
having with folks running for
office. Along with Stonewall V.P.
Alan LoFaso and P.A.C. Chair
Mike Mendez, we have been able

across the state interested in

running for public office. All of

these conversations along with the
future Political Action Committee

interview process will allow us to

construct a sound political strategy.

We are also proud to report that our

2010 political plan will include

electing openly -gay candidate Mary
Hernandez to Sacramento City
Unified School District Board of
Education and doing everything in
our power to stop Andrew Pugno,
author of Proposition 8, from being

elected to Assembly District 5!

For the second half of this term of

office | know | will continue to

spend much of my time further
developing our political strategy,

but will also put a big emphasis on
developing a clear fundraising
strategy and powering up our
fundraising efforts. Stonewall has
traditionally done a good job at

raising money. With our amazing
members' dues and our Four
Freedoms Dinner we bring in the
money we need to be an important
political player. | believe there are

ways, however, to make fundraising
easier on our community of
supporters and more lucrative for
our organization. For example, we
recently updated our online
contribution system with

capabilities for recurring billing.

Instead of giving $35 per year for my
bronze membership, | felt
comfortable giving 10 dollars per
month automatically. Now, | give

$120 to the organization each year
making me a silver member. | am
completely comfortable giving the

amount and don't have to worry
about renewing my membership!
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to form solid relationships with This works for our Titanium

dozens of Sacramentans and people members as well. Giving just

$84.00 per month gets you a
Titanium membership and all the
benefits associated without
feeling a $1,000 blow to your
bank account all at once. If you
are able to do so, please consider
going to our website and seeing if

you can set up recurring
contributions to Sacramento
Stonewall.

In addition to offering additional
ways to structure your Stonewall
membership, we are also
implementing new fundraising
tactics for very specific purposes.
For example, we have set up a
specific online fundraising
mechanism to use against Andrew
Pugno in Assembly District 5. That
page can be accessed at
www.sacstonewall.org. We are
also planning to host fundraisers
for key candidates, allowing us to
garner resources for races of
importance to Stonewall, but still
allowing us to use our general
resources for the large number of
candidates we will more than
likely support in the 2010 election
cycle.

| look forward to continuing to
work hard for this organization
and, as always, welcome and
value every member's input.

In Solidarity,

Christopher
Moore
President
Sacramento
Stonewall
Demoaocrats
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Stonewall Democrats Hire a New Executive Director
A Report from National Stonewall

We have some exciting news at
Stonewall. After a thorough and
comprehensive search, the Board
of Directors of National Stonewall
Democrats has hired Michael
Mitchell to lead our organization as
Executive Director.

Michael's vision for the
organization -- that we can build

and sustain an army of grassroots
leaders at the local and state level

to elect pro -equality Democrats
and hold them accountable -- has
been honed during two decades of
service to the LGBT community. He
comes to us having served as
Executive Director of Equality
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Utah, the marriage campaign

manager for the ACLU's LGBT
Project, and the advocacy and

planning specialist for the Equality

Federation, where he worked with

statewide LGBT organizations to
create and implement effective

strategic plans for policy change.

His experience working to harness
the power of grassroots activists
across the country makes him a
perfect fit for Stonewall. We're

excited to have someone with such
vision and experience on board,
leading our passionate staff to
make sustainable change in
communities, counties, and states

across the country.

Youdl | be hearing
Michael and the work of National
Stonewall Democrats in the year
ahead.

Laurie McBride, Ed Bennett, Bob
Dobrich and Chris Guerrero 6 your
representatives to National
Stonewall Democrats (There are
over 90 Stonewall chapters around
the country. Each club selects its
own representatives for the
National Stonewall Leadership
Council. Sacramento has one of
the largest clubs, and Laurie is
Co-Chair of the Leadership
Council.)
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Gay Rights
Are
Human Rights

batesbotting@earthlink.net

Please call whenever

you need sme .

Phone: (916) 874-5485
dickinsonr@saccounty.net
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